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rutted trail soon firmed as the trees thinned out 
along Littleton Down. I began to recall details of 
my last visit here. In fading twilight I had raced 
down this slippery limestone track to meet the 
road, forced to climb the other side on equally 
fading legs. I also remembered the silhouette of a 
tiny Norman church standing alone in a field; now 
in broad daylight I could make out its tall, narrow 
nave and rounded chancel – a remarkable building 
that has changed little in almost 900 years. Only 
as I began the ascent to Glatting Beacon was I 
rewarded with the expansive views I’d so hoped 
for. Looking back over the chalk downland I 
surveyed farmsteads, hamlets, even entire parishes 
nestled between a patchwork quilt of rolling fields. 
Shafts of sunlight glinted off the bay by what must 
be Bognor Regis. 

Dropping steeply off the ridge I found that 
farm traffic had turned the trail over Westburton 
Hill into an uphill slog. While not quite a quagmire, 
it was just sticky enough to adhere to anything it 
touched – tyres, frame, fork or feet – adding extra 
heft to an already-laden bike. At the crest of the 
hill any mud clearance I had was clogged up by 
this toffee-like mud. The effort failed to yield any 
reward downhill either; under the excess weight 
the bike’s manoeuvrability became unpredictable, 
and at times I felt like I was aquaplaning down the 
slope. By the time I got to Coombe Wood I was 
exhausted and a rest stop at an old red-brick ruin 
amongst the trees turned into a permanent camp. 
Soon my hammock was up, steam rising from my 
stove, and my kit was spread out in the clearing as I 
prepared for nightfall. I wandered back to the track 
to watch the sun’s last rays illuminate the sheer 
chalk cliffs beyond the Arundel-Amberley railway 
line and cast a warm glow over the Littlehampton 
shoreline, before retreating back to camp. 

The next morning, as I rounded Amberley 
to negotiate the steep, technical trails along 
Perry Hill down to my journey’s end in Arundel I 
thought I would only change two things – instead 
of crossing the River Arun I’d only go as far as 
Houghton, then drop down to a fantastic slice 
of riverside singletrack that runs all the way to 
Offham, by which time you can see the ramparts 
of Arundel’s famous castle across the river. And 
I would put my winter tyres on, even though it 
was July.

This was the perfect UK adventure ride, and 
would be particularly good for the inexperienced 
rider. With towns and rail links at either end, it gives 
you a taste of wild ridgeline riding and camping 
without being at all remote. I took pleasure in the 
knowledge that even in such populated areas as 
the Sussex coast you could discover the bliss of 
the backcountry, countless miles rolling beneath 
your wheels without passing a soul. 
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